
WHAT? LOWER THE 
DRINKING AGE

NO WAY!
And here’s why . . .
A  year  old  campaign  by  John  McCardell, 
former  President  of  Middlebury  College, 
Vermont, to lower the legal drinking age from 
21 to 18 has gained the support of over 100 
university  presidents  as  reported  by  the 
Associated Press, August 18, 2008.  McCardell 
is the founder of  Choose Responsibility.  This 
effort  to  engage  in  discussion  to  lower  the 
drinking age is called the Amethyst Initiative.  

While some college presidents recognize that 
alcohol  is  a  problem  at  their  schools  and 
underage drinking is prevalent, we suggest that 
their consideration of lowering the drinking age 
is  not the  answer  to  binge  drinking.  The 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union strongly 
disagrees  with  these  academics  and  here’s 
why!

• The brain  is  not  fully  developed until  the 
age of 21 or even to the age of 25. Brain 
development  in  adolescence  and  into 
young adulthood can be impaired by heavy 
alcohol  use.  The  hippocampus  is 
responsible for learning and remembering. 
The hippocampus has been found to be 10 
percent  smaller  in  teens  who  abused 
alcohol  than  those  of  teens  who  did  not 
abuse  alcohol.  [Dr.  John  Nelson,  former 
President, AMA]

• Each  year  approximately  5,000  young 
people under the age of 21 die as a result 
of underage drinking including about 1,000 
deaths from motor vehicle crashes, 1,600 
as a result of homicides, 300 from suicide, 
and hundreds from injuries  such as falls, 

burns, and drownings.[National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism]

• If  the legal  age  becomes 18 (the age of 
some high school seniors) that means that 
16, 17 and perhaps 15 year olds who do 
not  have  friends  over  21  to  buy  alcohol, 
would probably be more able to obtain it. 
When  the  legal  drinking  age  was  18 
(before 1984) binge drinking rates among 
12th graders  were  41%;  today  they  are 
21%. (David Rosenbloom, Join Together.)

• People will say that 18 year olds can vote, 
marry,  and  go  to  war  so  why  not  drink? 
Perhaps the age to marry and go to war 
should  be  raised  to  21  instead  of  the 
reverse.  As to voting, many young people 
are  informed  and when  they  are  sober,  
they are as intelligent about voting as their 
older counterparts. 

• In most countries with lower drinking ages, 
intoxication is much more common among 
young  people  than  in  the  United  States. 
New  Zealand  experienced  a  raise  in 
alcohol-relate  traffic  crashes  after  they 
lowered  its  drinking  age  from  20-18.   A 
leading  police  official  in  Great  Britain  is 
calling for the drinking age to be raised to 
21 from 18.  

So with alcohol use the No. 1 health and safety 
problem on  every  college  campus,  what  are 
some solutions to the problem?

Availability of alcohol needs to be addressed. 
Enforcement of the laws needs to be primary. 
States that punish underage drinkers for using 
fake  ID’s  had  14  percent  fewer  teen  drunk-
driving deaths than states without such laws.   

Alcohol  ads  on  NCAA  games,  encourage 
drinking.  More pressure needs to be given to 
the NCAA to stop those ads. (NCAA rejected 
pleas  from  college  presidents  and  other 
organizations  in  2008  to  stop  alcoholic 
advertisements.)

The University of Wisconsin not only confronts 
students about underage drinking reports from 

campus  police  but  also  contacts  offender’s 
parents when their college-age kids are caught 
drunk  in  public  places.   They  are  calling  on 
parents to ask them to be partners and work to 
encourage  the  student  make  better  choices. 
University administrators want the students to 
know  there  are  consequences,  but  the  goal 
isn’t  to be harsh and punitive - it  is  to make 
sure it doesn't happen again.

Ask the legislators to raise alcohol taxes. The 
alcohol tax revenue of 8.9 billion dollars does 
not come close to the public health and safety 
costs of  alcohol that  amount to 184 BILLION 
dollars per year including 62 BILLION per year 
cost of underage drinking alone.  If the price of 
alcohol  is  increased,  consumption  would  go 
down.  

Work to change society’s view of alcohol in the 
same manner as it currently views the usage of 
tobacco.     Surely the number of deaths saved 
as a result of having the drinking age at 21 is 
worthy of keeping it at that age.  

Let  us  reject  John  McCardell’s  Amethyst 
Initiative  and  instead  work  to  reduce  alcohol 
consumption  at  any  age  and  encourage 
abstinence.   Letters  of  thanks  to  those 
presidents  that  have  NOT  signed  this 
statement are encouraged.  Letters urging the 
following presidents to reconsider their actions 
and  have  their  name  removed  would  be 
appropriate. 

President Vincent Maniaci
   American International College - MA 
President Jerry M. Greiner - Arcadia University - PA 
President Ronald Slepitza - Avila University - MO 
President Elizabeth Coleman 
   Bennington College - VT 
President Scott D. Miller - Bethany College - WV 
President Bobby Fong - Butler University - IN 
President David Wolk 
   Castleton State College - VT 
Psident Mark J. Tierno- Cazenovia College - NY 
President Carmen Twillie Ambar
   Cedar Crest College - PA 
President Esther L. Barazzone
   Chatham University - PA 

President John Bassett 
   Clark University - MA 
President Anthony G. Collins- 
   Clarkson University - NY 
President James R. Phifer - Coe College - IA 
President Rebecca S. Chopp
   Colgate University -  NY 
President Robert Hoover - College of Idaho - ID 
President Mary Pat Seurkamp
   College of Notre Dame of Maryland -  MD 
President Frank Miglorie 
   College of St. Joseph - VT 
President Richard Celeste - Colorado College - CO 
President Dennison Griffith
   Columbus College of Art & Design - OH 
President James E. Wright
   Dartmouth College - NH 
President G. T. Smith
   Davis & Elkins College - WV 
President William G. Durden
   Dickinson College - PA 
President Robert Weisbuch - Drew University - NJ 
President Richard Brodhead
   Duke University - NC 
President Joseph R. Fink
   Dominican University of California - CA 
President Donald R. Eastman III
   Eckerd College - FL 
President Theodore Long
Elizabethtown College - PA 
President Thomas Meier - Elmira College - NY 
President Richard E. Wylie - Endicott College - MA 
President Jeffrey von Arx - Fairfield University - CT 
President Kendall A. Blanchard
   Georgia Southwestern State University - GA 
President Janet Morgan Riggs
   Gettysburg College - PA 
President Sanford J. Ungar 
   Goucher College - MD 
President Jack Ohle
   Gustavus Adolphus College - MN 
President Joan Hinde Stewart
   Hamilton College - NY 
President Walter M. Bortz
  Hampden-Sydney College - VA 
President Ralph J. Hexter
  Hampshire College - MA 
President Susan DeWine - Hanover College - IN 
President Nancy O. Gray
  Hollins University - VA 
President Richard B. Gilman
   Holy Cross College of Indiana - IN 



President John J. Bowen
  Johnson & Wales University - RI 
President William Brody
   Johns Hopkins University - MD 
President Barbara Murphy
   Johnson State College - VT 
Chancellor Leon Richards
   Kapiolani Community College - HI 
President S. Georgia Nugent
   Kenyon College - OH 
President Daniel H. Weiss - Lafayette College - PA 
President Stephen D. Schutt
   Lake Forest College - IL 
President Thomas J. Hochstettler
   Lewis & Clark College - OR 
President Carol A. Moore
   Lyndon State College - VT 
President Leonard Tyler
   Maine Maritime Academy - ME 
President Thomas J. Scanlan, F.S.C.
   Manhattan College - NY 
President Richard Berman
   Manhattanville College - NY 
President Tim Foster - Mesa State College - CO 
President Ronald Liebowitz
   Middlebury College - VT 
President Frances Lucas - Millsaps College - MS 
President Mary Ellen Jukoski
   Mitchell College - CT 
President Christopher Thomforde
  Moravian College - PA 
President Robert Michael Franklin Jr.
   Morehouse College - GA 
President Joanne V. Creighton
   Mount Holyoke College - MA 
President Peyton R. Helm
   Muhlenberg College - PA
President Randy Dunn
   Murray State University - KY 
President Thomas B. Coburn
   Naropa University - CO 
President Fran Voigt
   New England Culinary Institute - VT 
President Debra Townsley - Nichols College - MA 
President Robert A. Skotheim
   Occidental College - CA 
President Lawrence Schall
   Oglethorpe University - GA 
President E. Gordon Gee
   The Ohio State University - OH 
President Loren J. Anderson
   Pacific Lutheran University - WA 

President Phil Creighton
   Pacific University - OR 
President John Mills - Paul Smith's College - NY 
President David W. Oxtoby - Pomona College - CA 
President Robert A. Gervas - Quincy University - IL 
President Robert R. Lindgren
   Randolph-Macon College - VA 
President William E. Troutt
   Rhodes College - TN 
President David C. Joyce - Ripon College - WI 
President Gregory G. Dell'Omo
   Robert Morris University - PA 
President Charles R. Middleton
   Roosevelt University - IL 
President Pamela Trotman Reid
   Saint Joseph College (CT) - CT 
President Timothy R. Lannon
   Saint Joseph's University (PA) - PA 
President Arthur F. Kirk - Saint Leo University - FL 
President Patricia Maguire Meservey
   Salem State College - MA 
President JoAnne Boyle
   Seton Hill University - PA 
Vice Chancellor Joel L. Cunningham
   Sewanee: University of the South - TN 
President Carol T. Christ - Smith College - MA 
President Paul LeBlanc
   Southern New Hampshire University - NH 
President Beverly Daniel Tatum
   Spelman College - GA 
President Robert E. Ritschel
   Spoon River College - IL 
President Daniel F. Sullivan
   St. Lawrence University - NY 
President Harold J. Raveche
   Stevens Institute of Technology - NJ 
President Elisabeth S. Muhlenfeld
   Sweet Briar College - VA 
Chancellor Nancy Cantor  
   Syracuse University - NY 
President J. Patrick O’Brien
   Texas A & M University-West Texas - TX 
President Robert Caret - Towson University - MD 
President James F. Jones, Jr. - Trinity College - CT 
President John M. Stamm
   Trinity Lutheran College - WA 
President Lawrence S. Bacow
   Tufts University - MA 
President Walter Harrison
   University of Hartford - CT 
President Jennifer Hunter-Cevera
   Univ. of Maryland-Biotechnology Institute - MD 

President C.D. Mote Jr.
   University of Maryland--College Park - MD 
President Jack M. Wilson
   University of Massachusetts Syste - MA 
President Steven H. Kaplan
   University of New Haven - CT 
President Louis Agnese Jr.
   University of the Incarnate Word - TX 
Chancellor William E. Kirwan
   University System of Maryland - MD 
President Geoffrey Shields
   Vermont Law School - VT 
Chancellor Robert Clarke
   Vermont State Colleges - VT 
President Ty Handy 
   Vermont Technical College - VT 
President Tori Haring-Smith
   Washington and Jefferson College - PA 
President Kenneth P. Ruscio
   Washington and Lee University - VA 
President L. Baird Tipson
   Washington College - MD 
President Michael Bassis
   Westminster College - UT
President Sharon D. Herzberger
   Whittier College - CA 
President James T. Harris
   Widener University - PA 
President M. Lee Pelton
   Willamette University - OR 
President Lorna Duphiney Edmundson
   Wilson College - PA 
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THIS
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